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ADULT EDUCATION 2013-2014 
(Track 2) 

A ROAD TRIP THROUGH  
THE NEW TESTAMENT 

With some interesting detours along the way. 

 
 The Starting Point 

 Judaism had evolved in the centuries before Jesus? 
 Jewish culture had been corrupted by Babylonian and 

Greek ideas. 
 “Heretical” ideas challenged the old beliefs. 
 The power structure had changed. 
 New sects and cults arose. 

 

 September 15 and 22 – Wisdom Literature 

 The wisdom literature in the Old Testament, provides 
a foundation for our exploration of the New Testament  

 Much of the Old Testament concerns God’s 
interaction with the course of history. 

 The wisdom literature has a different orientation. 
 Like the New Testament, the wisdom literature deals 

with individuals, not historical events. 
 Proverbs – Provides advice on how to live a good 

life. 
 Ecclesiastes – Proclaims “Vanity of Vanities, all is 

Vanity!”  This book was almost eliminated from 
the Old Testament because it was considered 
heresy. 

 Job – “Life is not fair!” Explores the meaning of 
life and was also thought to express heretical 
views. 

 

 September 29 – “I Josephus” 

 Josephus wrote about the dramatic history of 
Palestine at the time of Jesus. 

 The characters in the drama are the stuff of legend – 
Jesus, John the Baptist, King Herod the Great, the 
ancient Essenes, as well as a cast of Greeks, 
Romans, Syrians, Egyptians and Parthians.  

 Join Ken Hanson, appearing “as” the ancient 

historian Josephus, who shares three “life lessons” 
from history’s most seminal epoch. 

 

 October 6 -- BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

 NO ADULT EDUCATION 
 

 October 13 -- The beliefs and practices of Palestinian 

Jews at the time of Jesus? 

 The role of the Temple and the priests. 
 The Sanhedrin 
 The synagogues and the Scribes 
 Influential parties and sects 
 The religion of the masses 

 October 20 – Video Presentation 

         A half century journey as a parish priest 

 A video highlighting some amusing and poignant 
moments of Fr. Warren Richardson’s ministry: 
 A baby buried in a shoe box 
 Preaching a sermon to two dogs 
 Living next to a field filled with cobras 
 The elephant dance 

 Hear the details of these and many other stories. 
 

 October 27 – R. McClure, THE NAME OF GOD. 

 The God of Abraham and Moses has a name. 
 It was written with four Hebrew letters and was 

considered too holy to be pronounced.  
 This presentation will teach you the Name and explain 

how it was handled in the translations into Greek, 
Latin, and English. 

 

 November 3, 10, and 17 -- The early church. 

 11/3 – Christian beginnings as found in Acts 1-12 
 11/10 – Beliefs of the early Christians 
 11/17 – Early Christian organization 

 

 November 24 -- THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 

 NO ADULT EDUCATION 
 

 December 1 – The Real Jesus? 

 What were the early oral and written traditions 
concerning Jesus? 
 Earliest traditions (passion, resurrection, 

salvation, etc.) 
 The Apostles’ teaching 
 The beginning of written accounts 
 An outline of the “Sayings Source” 

 “Form Criticism” and finding the “real” Jesus. 
 

 December 8 and 15 – The Synoptic Gospels 

 Three artists have painted verbal portraits of Jesus  
 The Gospel According to Mark – the first Gospel 
 The Gospel According to Matthew 
 The Gospel According to Luke 

 The birth narratives – Matthew and Luke. 
 Inconsistencies among the three Gospels. 

 

 December 22 -- Children’s Christmas Pageant 

 REPLACES ADULT EDUCATION 
 

 December 29 -- CHRISTMAS VACATION 

 NO ADULT EDUCATION 
 

 January 5 -- Robert McClure, THE BIBLE IN GREEK  
 The New Testament books are written in Greek, and 

their authors quoted from the Old Testament in a 
Greek translation.  

 This presentation will discuss the ancient Greek 
manuscripts and how they are important for our 
modern English Bible study. 

  

 January 12 – Ministry, Part 1 

 This week is an introduction to the ministry of Jesus. 
 The quest for the historical Jesus. 
 The proclamation of the Kingdom of God. 

 An outline of Jesus’ ministry. 



 January 19 – Ministry, Part 2 
 The beginnings of Jesus’ ministry including his 

baptism by John. 
 Jesus ministry in Galilee. 
 The parables of Jesus. 

 
 January 22 -- ANNUAL MEETING 

 NO ADULT EDUCATION 
 

 February 2 – Ministry, Part 3 

 Jesus’ ministry beyond Galilee. 
 Jesus as the Messiah. 
 Forebodings of Death. 
 The last days in Jerusalem – confrontation, trial, 

crucifixion, and resurrection. 
 

 February 9 -- Environment of Gentile Christianity. 

 Widespread belief in astrology and magic. 
 Influence of Hellenistic philosophy. 
 Mystical religions of the Greco-Roman world. 
 Judaism of the Dispersion. 

 

 February 16 -- The Acts narrative of Paul’s missions. 

 The composition of Acts 13-28 
 Paul’s conversion 
 The mission to Cyprus and Galatia 
 The Jerusalem conference 
 Mission to Jerusalem and Achaia 
 The Ephesian ministry 
 Paul’s last visit to Jerusalem 
 The Voyage to Rome 

 

 February 22 – THE BIBLE AS POLITICS 

 Ken Hanson will present unique look at the 

intersection of the Bible and political theory. 
 He makes the case that the sacred text is more than 

just a “holy book.”  
 It is the living record of ancient debates on the 

role and size of government, the freedom of the 
individual, and the threats faced by every 
generation when individual liberty might be 
extinguished.  

 It probes the extent to which America’s founders 
looked to Holy Writ in attempting to avoid the 
pitfalls to which budding republics invariably fall 
prey.  

 
 March 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 – Epistles of Paul 

 Aside from Jesus, nobody influenced the 
development of Christianity more than Paul. 

 He took a faith, confined to the Jewish community, 
and spread it to the Gentiles. 

 His letters are a chronicle of his efforts to bring Jesus’ 
message to people who often “just didn’t get it!” 
 3/2 ..... Thessalonica and Corinth 
 3/9 ..... Galatia and Rome 
 3/16 ... Letters from Prison 
 3/23 ... Christianity in a Post-Apostolic Age 
 3/30 ... Writings from the Pauline Circle 

 

  April 6 -- Five open letters to Christians 

 The First Letter of Peter 
 The Letter to the Hebrews 
 The Letter of James 
 The Letter of Jude 
 The Second Letter of Peter 

 

 April 13 -- THE CHILDREN’S PAGEANT 

 REPLACES ADULT EDUCATION 
 

 April 20 – EASTER SUNDAY 

 NO ADULT EDUCATION 
 

 April 27 – John, Part 1 

 The Revelation of John 
 The state of the Church 
 Outline of Revelation 
 Commentary 

 The letters of John 
 

 May 4 – John, Part 2 

 The origin and purpose of the Gospel of John. 
 An outline of the Gospel of John. 
 Interpreting the Gospel of John. 

 

 May 11, 18 and 25 -- The first two centuries. 

 5/11 ... Masada and the Destruction of the Temple 
 5/18 ... Roman persecution 
 5/25 ... The early church fathers 

 

 June 1 – Christianity, the Roman State Religion 

 Christianity and politics in the first three centuries. 
 Constantine makes Christianity the state religion. 
 Constantine and the Council of Nicaea. 
 Christianity solidifies its position. 

 

 
************************** 

SPECIAL LENTEN 
PROGRAM 

************************** 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS DURING LENT 

On March 12, 19, and 26 / April 2 and 9 
 

 Fr. Bob Vanderau will discuss Egeria, her 

pilgrimage and her legacy, in five weekly sessions. 
 Egeria was a woman who made a pilgrimage to 

the Holy Land about 381–384 CE.  
 She wrote an account of her journey in a long 

letter to a circle of women at home which 
survives in fragmentary form in a later copy. 

 This may have been the first formal writing by a 
woman in Western European Culture. 

 A light meal with a variety of soups, salads, and 
breads will be available. 

 
 


