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A

bu s y fa m i ly l i fe a nd t he de si re t o
pr ior it i s e c om mu n a l spa c e d r ove
the design of this new home on the
outskirts of inner Sydney. Stuart Gregor and
Sally Lewis, their daughter Audrey, nine, and
son George, seven, reside in a modern cocoon
characterised by open spaces and functional
materials and finishes, all artfully integrated
into a single-storey, four-bedroom dwelling
designed by Steve Koolloos of Marsh Cashman
Koolloos Architects.
It was a fateful ride in a taxi that took Stuart
past this property when it was up for sale. An
internet search uncovered a modest, rundown
home that would, in time, become the place
of their dreams. Settlement occurred just
before Christmas 2008 and the family lived

SUNSHINY DAYS

Decked out for quality family time and frequent
entertaining, the Sydney home of two public
relations gurus is a real crowd-pleaser.
STORY ALAANA COBON
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in the house for a year, getting to know the
site, before a ‘demolition par t y ’ prepared
the old house for its transformation.
A year spent in a rented home next door
while works were completed was a test of
the family’s good humour. In their haste to
sign the lease, Stuart and Sally had failed
to realise the rental had no internal toilet,
so the family spent 12 months coping with
an outdoor set-up. Now, w ith four-and-ahalf bathrooms, they suffer no shortage of
indoor amenities and Sally jokes that they
“may have overcompensated”.
Their brief to Steve was straightforward.
“We didn’t want it to look and feel like every new
house,” says Stuart. “We wanted some colour,
quirkiness and interest.”

>

Sally sets the table for lunch
while children Audrey and
George play around the deck,
labrador Darcy watching on.
Indoor and outdoor spaces
fit together like pieces of a
puzzle, much like the joinery
in the kitchen at left. The
drought-tolerant garden
was designed by landscape
architect Daniel Baffsky of
360˚. Brad fire pit, Robert
Plumb. Outdoor table
setting, Jati Furniture.
For Where to Buy,
see page 228.
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appea l. On a r r iva l, the street number is
cleverly marked out in the brickwork of the
facade. A drought-tolerant garden f lanks
a recycled-blackbutt boardwalk that leads
to the br ight-red f ront door. A nosta lg ic
touch, the saw-tooth roof line with high-set
w indows, references the factor ies in this
for merly industr ia l area , w ith the added
bonus of drawing natural light deep into the
43m-long house.
At the core of the home are large liv ing
spaces designed for effortless daily interaction.

The office, for example, is not hidden away
but makes up a substantial part of the openplan living, kitchen and dining space. Here,
Stuart and Sally can carry out business tasks
without removing themselves from the family
zone and the children can complete homework
surrounded by daily goings-on.
B ot h S t u a r t a nd S a l l y w ork i n publ ic
relat ions a nd a re pa ssionate about food,
wine, entertaining and good times. This is
plain to see in ever y aspect of their home,
especially when they throw a party. The main
living area and adjoining deck draws adult

‘STEVE AND SALLY HAD A
WELL-ALIGNED SENSE OF STYLE
AND OF WHAT THEY WANTED.’
STUART, OWNER

The family gathers around the huge concrete kitchen bench,
which was poured on site. Joinery, Finestyle Group. Bosko
sofas, Jardan. George floor lamp and Spun pendant lights,
Workshopped. Framed woodcut print (under television),
Peter Kingston. Custom-made Addition rug, Armadillo&Co.
For Where to Buy, see page 228.
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Flowers throughout by Poho Flowers; (02) 9331 4333 or www.poho.com.au.

< These bespoke touches give this home its
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guests, who love testing the limits of the
“Steve and Sally had a well-aligned sense of
multiroom Sonos stereo system, while a self- style and of what they wanted,” says Stuart.
contained studio at the rear becomes a rowdy “In the end, the success boils down to them.”
rumpus room for children.
The magic continues outside, where a large
But the hub of the home is the vast concrete deck leads to the idyllic pool and a lawn that
k it c he n b e nc h , w h ic h g i v e s S t u a r t a nd is, not coincidentally, the perfect backyard
Sa lly plent y of room to bustle about and cricket pitch. At the end of the yard, the family
c ook wh i le i nt era c t i ng w it h ch i ld ren or is experimenting with productive gardening.
g uests. It’s a lso the site of Stuar t’s pr ide Herbs and citrus trees fill raised beds, trellises
and joy: durable and comfortable stools he bear tomatoes, passionfruit vines and kiwi
sourced from a maker of poker-machine seats fruit, while a petanque court and rock-shaped
– they are one of the things he fought hard for. speakers round out the outdoor entertainment.
Truth be told, much of the interior design was All that’s needed now are a few chooks and this
entrusted to Sally. Her preference for clean urban dream will be complete.
lines and a chic, simple aesthetic has resulted Marsh Cashman Koolloos Architects,
in a warm, contemporary space that’s a perfect Surry Hills, NSW; (02) 9211 4146 or
www.mckarchitects.com.
complement to the architecture.
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CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE Stuart at
a concealed cocktail cabinet, complete with
LED strip lighting. It’s within easy reach of
a vintage dining table and chairs from Great
Dane Furniture; above the table hangs a
Coco pendant light from Workshopped. In
the hallway, a custom-made Armadillo&Co
Triangle runner in tones of coal, ash, granite
and white picks up the exterior wall colour,
Dulux Domino. Sally sets the table with
Maxwell & Williams dinnerware, Riedel
glasses and a bright, striped runner from
Market Import. OPPOSITE With its softhued textiles and views of ‘Giant Candles’
banksias, the main bedroom offers a serene
retreat for parents. Joinery in Tasmanian
blackwood by Finestyle Group. Bedside
lamp, Mondo Luce. Square feature cushions,
Country Road. Australian House & Garden
throws, Myer. Flowers, Poho Flowers.
The framed artwork on the bedhead is
a print of Rembrandt’s The Fall of Man.
For Where to Buy, see page 228.
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Entertain like the professionals

Stuart, founder and creative director of PR firm Liquid Ideas,
and Sally, co-director of PR company The Cru, have attended
and hosted their fair share of events. “We like to think we know
how to throw a good party,” says Sally. “Stu works on the drinks
and I look after the food and the table. We also love a theme.
This winter, it will be all about slow cooking. Andy Bunn’s [ex
Cafe Sopra chef] lamb ragù will be on the menu along with a
winter salad, Will Studd’s cheese and, of course, good pinot noir
or barolo. I imagine both fires – indoor and out – will get a good
workout, and hopefully we won’t blow out the rock speakers!”

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE Yellow
Muuto hooks and a wall in Dulux Fluffy
Duckling glow against white penny-round
mosaics from Academy Tiles. Protruding
bricks on a wall leading to the front door are
countered by inverted bricks on the opposite
wall, creating the impression that the entry
has been prised apart. A chess game in
Audrey’s bedroom. Bunk beds, Domayne.
Trojan Twist carpet, Cavalier Bremworth.
OPPOSITE The 15m pool. At the near end
(not seen), a raised concrete platform makes
an impromptu dance stage for the children.
For Where to Buy, see page 228.
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