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Helping Migrants and Returning New Zealanders with International Tax
If you’re a migrant or a returning New 

Zealander, you can become a New Zealand 

tax resident under either of these two tests:

• you’ve been in New Zealand for more 

than a total of 183 days in any 12-month 

period, or

• you have a “permanent place of abode” in 

New Zealand.

If a New Zealand tax resident is absent from 

New Zealand for a period of 325 days in 

any 12-month period they will become non-

resident, unless they continue to satisfy the 

“permanent place of abode” test.

There is also a transitional residency test 

that is very much relevant to migrants or 

returning New Zealanders, if they have 

international tax affairs.

For eg: if  you’re  a migrant  or  a  returning 

New Zealander, you may be entitled to a 

temporary tax exemption on certain foreign 

income if all the following conditions apply: 

• you haven’t been resident (for tax 

purposes) in New Zealand for the last 10 

years, and

• you qualified as a New Zealand tax 

resident on or after 1 April 2006, and

• you haven’t received the exemption 

before, and

• you or your partner have not applied for 

Working for Families Tax Credits.

It’s possible for you to be a tax resident in both 

New Zealand and another country, and if both 

countries tax on your world-wide income you 

may be liable to pay tax in both countries.

This kind of double taxation is avoided in 

New Zealand by having international tax 

agreements with many other countries. 

To make sure you aren’t taxed twice on 

the same income, our international tax 

agreements:

• determine which country has the right to 

tax specific income types, or

• allow for a tax-credit on taxes paid 

offshore.

International tax laws are complex and the 

way they’re applied can depend on your 

specific circumstances and the jurisdictions 

involved. When interpreting double tax 

agreement, lawyers often refer to OECD 

commentary of model conventions. 

We are a specialist law firm that offers 

solutions and advice on immigration and 

tax law. So, we are well placed to help 

migrants and returning New Zealander with 

international tax issues.

Telephone (09) 299 1155 [Auckland clients] 

or (04) 566 1155 [Wellington clients] for a 

FREE consultation today.

Our offices are located at:

Level 2, Westpac House, 318 Lambton 
Quay, Wellington; 

Level 31, Vero Centre, Shortland Street, 
Auckland; and

Meetings in Lower Hutt can be arranged by 
appointment.

Email: office@irlegal.lawyer
#irlegal #lawyer #tax #immigration


