
 

Finally, today, 4/2/15, I photographed my first spring migrant warbler, the Nashville Warbler. It came to 

the waterfall structure and visited the pool of water there. Note the small rust-colored patch on the 

crown that shows during breeding season. It was cloudy this morning so I had to use flash. These were 

taken west of Waco.  
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From Ann Gordon: When this 

Nashville Warbler arrived at the 

waterfall structure on 4/2, it 

looked toward the falling water 

then went to the pool nearby just 

below where he is standing here. 

1/250, f/18, ISO 640, 375mm 

Below: Carolina Wren found a 

juicy caterpillar for the young in 

the nest. That caterpillar is found 

on the Cedar Elm trees I have in 

my yard. 1/250, f/16, ISO 320, 

600mm 

  



Ann Gordon 

photographed 

hummers in her 

yard. The FOS 

female black-

chinned, to the left, 

was seen on 3/28. 

On 3/25/15, she 

noted the male 

black-chinned 

hummingbird. Ann 

went out to make 

some adjustments to 

the hummingbird 

feeders. She stopped 

up 2 of the 3 holes in 

that feeder so that 

the HB had no 

choice but to feed at 

the one opening.  

These photos were 

taken in natural 

light. This was west 

of Waco.  
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President’s Message 
 

 

The rain was welcome and the warmer 
temperatures are bringing many more 
migrants our way. Several of you have 
reported having black- chinned and ruby- 
throated hummingbirds at your feeders. I 
have had black- chinned on the coral 
honeysuckle. If you haven't put up your 
feeders, you might want to get them ready, 
 
April is a busy month for us. We will have a 
booth at the Gardener's Gathering on April 
the 12th at the Arboretum. Our meeting will 
be on the 21st, and Gil Eckrich will be 
presenting a program on warblers. The 25th 
is Party for the Planet at the zoo. We will 
have a booth there from 9-3. We could use 
help at these events. If you have some time 
and want to teach adults and children about 
bird watching- it is a fun time. 
 
Hope to see you on the 21st, bring a friend. 
Let us hear from you about any sightings in 
your yard and neighborhood. 
 
See you out and about. 
Janet 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

4/12 – Gardener’s Gathering at 

Woodway Arboretum 

(Whitehall and the Pavilion); 

contact Janet Wallace if you 

want to volunteer. Free event! 

4/21 – CTAS meeting @ 6:30 

PM (program starts at 7 PM).  

Gil Eckrich will be our speaker. 

He will talk about warblers! 

4/25 – Party for the Planet at 

Cameron Park Zoo 

5/2 – Household Hazardous 

Waste Day for Waco, Hewitt, 

Lacy Lakeview, Lorena and 

Woodway residents. Call (254) 

299-2612 to learn more. 

 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday, April 21 at the Carleen Bright Arboretum at 6:30 
PM-program begins at 7:00 PM.  The evening’s program will be Gill Eckrich talking 
about spring migrants, especially warblers, and showing us photos of birds we may 
see during migration.  Gil is a long-time birder and member of Travis Audubon. He 
was Outreach Coordinator for Natural Resources Branch at Fort Hood before he 
retired.  All who are interested are invited to attend. Please be sure and plan to be 
there! 

 
Friendly reminder: 

Earth Share's Mission 
To engage individuals and organizations in creating a healthy and sustainable environment 

 

www.earthshare.org/index.html 
NOTICE!! We want to encourage EVERYONE to receive our expanded  
Newsletter via e-mail and save a tree (as well as the cost of printing and postage)!! By 
receiving the newsletter electronically you will also see more photos and more information! 
Contact Anna at dunbaranna56@gmail.com to receive future newsletters via e-mail!  

 

 

From Ann Gordon, March, 2015: Female 
Black-Chinned Hummingbird in Harris 
Creek. 

  

From Ann Gordon: Carolina Wren feeding 
her chicks, seen at her back porch in Harris 
Creek, March, 2015 
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SIGHTINGS  
Ann Gordon: I am still watching and waiting for the 
migrants to start showing up.  On 3/19/15, I saw a 
Black-and-White Warbler, but did not get a photo.  
On 3/24/15, I saw the FOS Black-chinned 
Hummingbird male.  The male has been here every 
day, but does not visit the feeders as regularly as he 
did when he first arrived.  On 3/28/15, I saw the 
Black-chinned female.  I only saw her that one day. 
  
There are still a few winter sparrows here today, 
3/30/15:  Harris’s Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow.  The 
White-throated Sparrow was here yesterday.  I have 
not seen the Orange-crowned Warbler in about a 
week, but a few Yellow-rumps are still here.   The last 
Goldfinch was on 3/22/15 and only for one day.  The 
Red-shouldered Hawk is sitting on the nest and 
comes into the yard almost daily.  There is also what I 
think is a Sharp-shinned Hawk hanging around 
regularly and coming into the yard looking for birds.   
  
I have made some arrangements in my life where I 
can be home during this migration period.  I would 
like to invite anyone who would like to come by and 
bring their binoculars and camera to do so.  Just give 
me a call 848-4135 or e-mail:  
anngordon@hot.rr.com  to let me know when you 
want to come.  I still have to leave the house from 
time to time, but I am practically living on the back 
porch right now.   You are welcome to wait it out 
with me and hope we get lucky and see something.   

 
Jim and Carolyn Edwards: Migration still seems a bit 
slow but I have seen a black and white warbler, 
several white-eyed vireos and blue-gray gnatcatchers 
at Woodway Park.  We have had Black-chinned 
hummingbirds visiting our feeder since March 24.  I 
have also seen scissor-tailed flycatchers at the park 
regularly for the past two weeks. Activity should pick 
up any day now. 
 
Dragonfly activity has picked up this week with 4 
species noted.  The most abundant species I have 
seen in Woodway Park are Dot-winged Baskettails. 
 They were right on time this year.  Never vary over a 
few days every year.  Others noted were Variegated 
Meadowhawks, Common Green Darners, and Stream 
Cruisers. 

 
Leslie Burgdorfer: Dan and I were talking outside in 

front of our house when the sparrows in a bush 

nearby suddenly scattered with fear! We looked over 

and saw the Juvenile Sharp-shinned Hawk perched in  

the bush. He flew over into the tree across the yard 
after a few minutes so I was able to get two 
different shots of it! 
 
Nancy and Fred Gehlbach, the Sugar Creek ravine 
folks: Broad winged hawk back week of 22nd, white 
eyed vireos finally made it to ravine about the 21st, 
heard Swainson's thrush call notes on the 31st as 
well as chimney swifts for first time, American 
Kestral pair displaying and mating on utility wires 
that pass through Sugar Creek and go across 
Bosque. Still lots of flocks of Cedar Waxwings 
around. Yellow rumped Warblers singing a lot. 
Mourning Doves calling a lot. 
 
Harriet Shearer: Bird sounds are beginning to pick 
up on Elysian Lane.  The Coopers Hawk couple is 
back nesting down at the end of the lane.  The 
cardinals have settled down in pairs.  The Cedar 
Waxwings are still dining on the berries (ligustrum, 
nanndina etc).  The titmice are daily visitors at the 
feeders.  The hummingbird feeder is up but no birds 
yet.  Dr. Gehlbach is no longer checking the owl 
boxes so I do not know if owls are in the box.  I am 
ready...so send on the birds!!! 
 
Jim Wright: I was out at the South Unit of Richard 
Chambers Wildlife Management Area ... by a pond 
hoping a Woodpecker I heard would show itself 
when Kerplop .. this duck came in for a landing.  
Wasn't a pretty one .. but I didn't care ... I got the 
shots.  I am not sure what type it is ... figure it is a 
female .. but could be wrong.  This was about all I 
saw today but only in for a short period of time. 
(Later it was decided it was a female Hooded 
Merganser! 

 

E-mail: 

contactus@centexaudubon.org 

 

NATIONAL   AUDUBON 

SOCIETY 

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP 

APPLICATION 

YES I’d like to join! Please enroll me 

as a member of National Audubon 

Society and of my local chapter. 

Please send Audubon magazine 

and my membership card to the 

address below. My check for $20, 

the introductory fee, is enclosed  

Name_______________    

Address______________ 

____________________ 

City______           ______             

State _____Zip________                        

Send this application and check to:  

National Audubon Society 

P. O. Box 422250 

Palm Coast, FL 32142-

2250  

Include chapter code of W06 7XCH 

Renewal is $35. Seniors 62 & older 

and students are $15. 
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