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OObbsseerrvvaattiioonnss  ffrroomm  oonnee  ooff  oouurr  rreeaaddeerrss::    JJuusstt  nnoottiinngg  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  rreeppoorrttss,,  aanndd  mmaayybbee  aa  ddiiffffeerreennccee  iinn  ggeeooggrraapphhiicc  aarreeaass  bbuutt  

wwaanntteedd  ttoo  iinnppuutt  ssoommee  ddaattaa  II’’vvee  ccoolllleecctteedd  iinn  tthhee  llaasstt  ffeeww  mmoonntthhss  aanndd  wweeeekkss..    RReeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  pprreelliimmiinnaarryy  ddaattaa  iinn  yyoouurr  

nneewwsslleetttteerr,,  iinn  tthhee  MMuussttaanngg  aarreeaa  nneeaarr  CCrraannffiillllss  GGaapp,,  dduurriinngg  tthhee  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  tthhrroouugghh  OOccttoobbeerr  sseeaassoonn,,  II  nnoottiicceedd  aa  ddeeffiinniittee  

iinnccrreeaassee  iinn  CCaarrddiinnaallss,,  aanndd  ffrroomm  rreeppoorrttss  ooff  mmyy  nneeiigghhbboorrss  ssttiillll  oouutt  tthheerree  ((wwee  mmoovveedd  iinnttoo  CClliiffttoonn  iinn  NNoovveemmbbeerr))  tthhee  CCaarrddiinnaallss  

aarree  mmoorree  tthhaann  pplleennttiiffuull,,  aass  aarree  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  GGoollddffiinncchheess  aatt  pprreesseenntt..  II  wwaass  ssttiillll  sseeeeiinngg  mmoouurrnniinngg  ddoovveess  aanndd  hhyybbrriiddss  wwiitthh  

wwhhiittee  wwiinnggeedd..  TThhee  NNoorrtthheerrnn  HHaarrrriieerr  aanndd  RReedd  TTaaiilleedd  HHaawwkkss  aarree  pplleennttiiffuull  iinn  tthhaatt  aarreeaa..  

    

NNooww  tthhaatt  II  hhaavvee  mmoovveedd  iinnttoo  ttoowwnn  ((uugghh))  aanndd  wwaass  wwoorrrriieedd  tthhaatt  II  wwoouulldd  ggeett  nnoo  bbiirrddss,,  II  aamm  nnooww  hhaavviinngg  ttrroouubbllee  kkeeeeppiinngg  44  

ffeeeeddeerrss  ffiilllleedd!!    TThhee  ggoollddffiinncchheess  aarree  ttaakkiinngg  oovveerr,,  hhoouussee  ffiinncchheess  aa  cclloossee  sseeccoonndd..  II  aamm  sseeeeiinngg  CCaarroolliinnaa  WWrreennss  aanndd  CChhiicckkaaddeeeess  

aanndd  eevveenn  hhaavvee  aa  RReedd  BBeelllliieedd  WWooooddppeecckkeerr..  II  hhaavvee  ffeeww  ssppaarrrroowwss  bbeeccaauussee  II  rreeffuussee  ttoo  ppuutt  oouutt  aannyy  sseeeedd  wwiitthh  mmiilllleett,,  bbuutt  ppuutt  

oouutt  hheenn  ssccrraattcchh  ffoorr  tthhee  ddoovveess  ––  eevveerryy  llaasstt  oonnee  wwhhiittee  wwiinnggeedd!!  AAnndd,,  II  eevveenn  ssaaww  aann  EEaasstteerrnn  BBlluueebbiirrdd  aatt  tthhee  wwaatteerr  ppaann..  SSoo  

nnooww,,  II  ffeeeell  II  hhaavvee  aa  ffuuttuurree  hheerree  aanndd  aamm  ppllaannnniinngg  oonn  ““bbiirrddiiffyyiinngg””  mmyy  nneeww  yyaarrdd  wwiitthh  nnaattiivvee  ppllaannttss  aanndd  bbeerrrryy--ttyyppee  bbuusshheess,,  ooff  

wwhhiicchh  tthheerree  aarree  aabbssoolluutteellyy  nnoonnee!!  HHoowweevveerr,,  tthheerree  iiss  ddeeffiinniitteellyy  aa  ccaatt  pprroobblleemm,,  bbuutt  ssoo  ffaarr  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  rruunn  ooffff  eemmppttyy  

ppaawweedd!!  

    

BBuutt,,  oonnee  ssppeecciieess  NNOOTT  ddeecclliinniinngg  iinn  tthhiiss  aarreeaa  aarree  tthhee  bbllaacckk  vvuullttuurreess..    IInn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  tthheeyy  aarree  oouuttnnuummbbeerriinngg  tthhee  ttuurrkkeeyy  

vvuullttuurreess,,  aanndd  hheerree  wwhheerree  II  lliivvee,,  tthheerree  mmuusstt  bbee  aa  hhuunnddrreedd  oorr  mmoorree  rroooossttiinngg  iinn  tthhee  ttrreeeess  iinn  aa  nneeaarrbbyy  ppaarrkk..    OOnnee  rreeaassoonn  tthhee  

ttuurrkkeeyy  vvuullttuurreess  mmaayy  bbee  ddeecclliinniinngg  iiss  bbeeccaauussee  tthhee  bbllaacckkss  aarree  mmuucchh  mmoorree  aaggggrreessssiivvee..    IItt  aappppeeaarrss  tthhee  ccaarraaccaarraa  aarree  

mmuullttiippllyyiinngg  ssiinnccee  II  aamm  sseeeeiinngg  tthheemm  oonn  tthhee  oouuttsskkiirrttss  ooff  ttoowwnn..  

    

AAbbbbyy  BBiirrddwweellll,,  ttoowwnn  ooff  CClliiffttoonn,,  BBoossqquuee  CCoouunnttyy..  

    

PPSS::  iinn  aallll  tthhee  yyeeaarrss  ooff  ffeeeeddiinngg  bbiirrddss,,  II’’vvee  hheeaarrdd  aanndd  rreeaadd  ooff  hhooww  mmuucchh  tthhee  ggoollddffiinncchheess  lloovveedd  tthhiissttllee  aanndd  NNiijjeerr,,  bbuutt  II’’vvee  ggoott  iitt  

oouutt  iinn  aa  ssoocckk  ffeeeeddeerr,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  bbyyppaassss  iitt  ffoorr  tthhee  bbllaacckk  ooiilleedd  ssuunnfflloowweerr  sseeeedd..  TTrriieedd  iitt  ooffff  aanndd  oonn  ffoorr  yyeeaarrss,,  bbuutt  aallwwaayyss  ggoo  

bbaacckk  ttoo  tthhee  ssuunnfflloowweerr  sseeeedd..    HHaavvee  iitt  hhaannggiinngg  aalloonnee,,  aanndd  tthheenn  mmoovveedd  iitt  ttoo  aabboovvee  tthhee  ssuunnfflloowweerr  sseeeedd  ffeeeeddeerr  aanndd  nnooww  aatt  

lleeaasstt  tthheeyy  ppeecckk  aatt  iitt..    TThhee  ssoocckk  wwoorrkkss  bbeetttteerr  tthhaann  tthhee  tthhiissttllee  ffeeeeddeerrss  II  tthhiinnkk..  

    

  

  

  

HHaarrrriiss’’ss  SSppaarrrrooww  bbyy  AAnnnn  GGoorrddoonn  aatt  hheerr  HHaarrrriiss  CCrreeeekk  

pprrooppeerrttyy..  IIff  yyoouu  wweerree  iinn  aatttteennddaannccee  aatt  JJooee  

YYeellddeerrmmaann’’ss  ssppaarrrrooww  ttaallkk,,  yyoouu  kknnooww  oonnee  

ddiissttiinngguuiisshhiinngg  ffeeaattuurree  ooff  tthhiiss  ssppaarrrrooww  iiss  iittss  bbllaacckk  bbiibb..  



CCeeddaarr  WWaaxxwwiinngg  ((lleefftt))  

aanndd  CChhiippppiinngg  SSppaarrrrooww  

((bbeellooww))  bbyy  AAnnnn  

GGoorrddoonn,,  HHaarrrriiss  CCrreeeekk  

ppuuddddllee,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy,,  

22001155..  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
TThhee  CChhiippppiinngg  ssppaarrrrooww  

uussuuaallllyy  hhaass  aa  vviissiibbllee  

rruuffoouuss  ccaapp..    
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President’s Message 
 

 

Happy almost Spring! 
 
After the weather of the last few days, I know we 
will all appreciate some warm sunny weather. I 
think our feathered friends will agree. 
 
We had a wonderful field trip to Reynolds Creek 
on Valentine's Day. The weather that day was 
cooperative eleven birders enjoyed spotting 
approximately 40 species including the Bald Eagles 
guarding and tending the nest. We should have 
chicks pretty soon. 
 
Our new checklist is available. If you have not 
seen one, please pick up one at our next meeting. 
We had a grant to fund the newsletters this time, 
so there is no charge for your copy! Thanks to 
Frank, EG, Nada and Joe for making this happen 
for us. 
 
Our program this month will be given by one of 
our resident experts, Ann Gordon. She has a 
wonderful drip puddle in her backyard that she 
uses for photographing the many species that 
visit. You will truly enjoy her photos and talk on 
her visitors. 
 
Spring will be a busy time for everyone. If you are 
out or going to a different area to bird, please be 
sure to share your sightings with us. We love to 
hear about everyone’s' sightings. 
 
See you on the 17th, 
Janet 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

3/17 - CTAS meeting at the 

Carleen Bright Arboretum at 

6:30 PM-program begins at 

7:00 PM.  The evening’s 

program will be Ann Gordon 

talking about her drip puddle 

at her property in Harris Creek.  

3/21 – March of the 

Mammoths at Waco 

Mammoth site 

4/12 – Gardener’s Gathering at 

Woodway Arboretum  

4/21 – CTAS meeting 

4/25 – Party for the Planet at 

Cameron Park Zoo 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday, March 17 at the Carleen Bright Arboretum at 6:30 
PM-program begins at 7:00 PM.  The evening’s program will be Ann Gordon talking 
about her drip puddle and showing us photos from her property in Harris Creek.  
From that location, she is able to take many fabulous bird and moth photos.  You 
can go to her website anytime to see what she has photographed on her property.  
Go to annmgordon.com.  There is a section on birds, and other critters as well as 
everything in between.  Ann is a long-time birder and member of CTAS.  All who are 
interested are invited to attend. Please be sure and plan to be there! 

 
Friendly reminder: 

Earth Share's Mission 
To engage individuals and organizations in creating a healthy and sustainable environment 

 

www.earthshare.org/index.html 
NOTICE!! We want to encourage EVERYONE to receive our expanded  
Newsletter via e-mail and save a tree (as well as the cost of printing and postage)!! By 
receiving the newsletter electronically you will also see more photos and more information! 
Contact Anna at dunbaranna56@gmail.com to receive future newsletters via e-mail!  

 

 

From Jim Edwards, February, 2015: Varied 
Thrush; photo taken in California.

  

From Ann Gordon: American Goldfinch seen 
at her puddle in Harris Creek, February, 
2015 
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The following are some ideas from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology to help support birds in the early spring: 

1. DELAY SPRING CLEANUP Often the first migrants to arrive are seed eaters. They are looking for remnant seeds in 

trees, on dead flowers, and beneath the leaf litter around your garden beds. Leave your gardens messy until late 

spring to help provide optimal foraging conditions. Explore YardMap for more ideas on growing seed-producing 

flowers for birds. 

2. BIRDHOUSES Birds begin scouting optimal nesting areas the minute they arrive in their mating territory. And for year-

round residents, this process can begin as early as January or February. Put up your nest boxes as soon as possible so 

birds know their options for mating season.  For more information on appropriate birdhouses to use, visit Nestwatch. 

3. MUD PUDDLES These are not just for kids, but birds too!  Mud puddles are a great way to provide both water and 

nesting material for birds. Robins, phoebes and swallows all use mud to build their nests. So, find a wet area in your 

yard, dig down about six inches, let the water fill in, and watch the birds celebrate! 

4. DON’T USE PESTICIDES OR HERBICIDES As spring gets underway and soil temperatures reach 40 degrees Fahrenheit, 

earthworms, beetles, and insects become active. These organisms feed a multitude of birds and applying pesticides or 

herbicides to your lawn, gardens, shrubs, or trees will often kill these insects, leaving less food for the birds. Once 

birds are nesting, they rely heavily on insects--even seed eaters such as chickadees and nuthatches--for protein-

packed snacks for their offspring. To learn more, explore this article: Freedom from Danger. 

Following these simple strategies will help provide a welcoming and nourishing backyard for avian migrants in early spring. To 

learn more about how to prepare your property, explore our Learn pages. The birds are coming, are you ready? 

 

 

SIGHTINGS  
Ann Gordon: I have the same mix of birds coming in 
to the yard, but their numbers greatly increased 
during February due to the cold, wet, icy conditions.   
I had several dozen American Goldfinches, and about 
that many Chipping Sparrows.   Pine Siskins are still 
showing up at the thistle feeders.  There were more 
Harris’s Sparrows than usual, maybe up to 10 at a 
time.  There were also White-crowned Sparrows, 
White-throated Sparrows and a few Juncos.  The 
Cedar Waxwings were slow to come in large numbers 
until February when I had about 2 dozen at one time.  
I still have a lot of Yellow-rumped Warblers and only 
1 Orange-crowned Warbler.  There was a lot of 
activity from the Red-shouldered Hawks early in 
February, but they have gotten quiet now.  I had a 
chance to observe some of their courting behavior.   
There seemed to be an interest in the Live Oak next 
door to me to for a nesting sight, but I am not sure 
that was the final decision.  Due to the weather 
conditions I have not been able to be out where I 
need to observe.  These are the birds I am seeing, but 
I am not seeing a Lincoln Sparrow this season!  Yet! 

Jim and Carolyn Edwards: Martin Kemper and I took 
a trip about a week ago searching for the Striped 
Sparrow that has been reported below Granger lake 
near the San Gabriel River.  We saw lots of sparrows 
but did not see the Striped Sparrow.  We did enjoy 
the day however and did see a nice Red-headed 
Woodpecker. Carolyn and I recently took a 2 week 
trip to California to visit our daughter and took in a 
little birding while we were there.  We picked up a 
few lifers while we were there including, 2 species of 
Cormorants, 2 new gulls and some other locals to 
that area including Oak Titmouse, Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee, Varied Thrush and California Towhee. 
 Great place to visit and we want to go back to see 
more.  It was our first time to visit California. 

Not much on the local scene.  Lots of activity around 
feeders during this cold weather but it is just the 
usuals.  Looking forward to warmer weather. 

 

EG White-Swift: 2014 Waco (Eastern) Christmas 
Bird Count 
First, the stats:   

 110 species identified,  

 33,507 individual,  

 30 Birders on 9 Teams  

 87 Party Hours 

 407 Party Miles 

 Low temp:  40  High Temp: 46 
 
We had a great turnout of birders, both from our 
area and one of the largest groups of birding carpet 
baggers we’ve ever had.   For as bad as the sky and 
temps were there were times there were a lot of 
birds moving about.  However, the winds may have 
caused low numbers of some species.  To some 
extent that was made up by the fact we had 30 
observers, a high number for the Waco - Eastern 
McLennan County CBC.  Access to some of larger 
lakes was limited and the two warm water lakes are 
now cold water lakes.  The wind was not our friend.  
On the lakes it kept the ducks, gulls, terns and 
pelicans on the farthest reaches of the lake – just 
outside the comfort area for even the best scopes. 
 
Some highlights: 
The following species set new records for the count: 
 167 Black-bellied Whistling Ducks 
    4  Bald Eagles 
  56  Greater yellowlegs 
677 Mourning Doves 
  34  Downy Woodpeckers 
115  Chipping Sparrows 
615  Northern Cardinals 
261  House Finch 
 

We missed a few species we normally count.  
The ducks and the sparrows are still affected 
by the drought. 
Overall, having more teams and experienced 
birders helped offset the wind, the rain and 
the cold temps.  See you all next year. 
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contactus@centexaudubon.org 

 

NATIONAL   AUDUBON 

SOCIETY 

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP 

APPLICATION 

YES I’d like to join! Please enroll me 

as a member of National Audubon 

Society and of my local chapter. 

Please send Audubon magazine 

and my membership card to the 

address below. My check for $20, 

the introductory fee, is enclosed  

Name_______________    

Address______________ 

____________________ 

City______           ______             

State _____Zip________                        

Send this application and check to:  

National Audubon Society 

P. O. Box 422250 

Palm Coast, FL 32142-

2250  

Include chapter code of W06 7XCH 

Renewal is $35. Seniors 62 & older 

and students are $15. 
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