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Bonneville Salt Flats, UT - - Concerned activist land speed racers, denied the opportunity to enjoy 
their amateur motorized recreation on the Bonneville Salt Flats due to deteriorating surface 
conditions and wet weather, added tools of public education to its multi-pronged approach to 
raise awareness of the decline of this national treasure. Save the Salt Coalition and The Utah 
Alliance volunteer members are deeply involved in government lobbying, research, academic, 
scientific and engineering outreach and mining company negotiations. 
 
In Salt Lake City, the Utah Salt Flats Racers Association (USFRA) was the toast of the Auto Expo 
attracting a constant curious crowd who showed a distinct interest in the Nish family Royal 
Purple streamliner, the mini-pickup of BJ Burkdoll as well as the association’s “Club Car” built to 
give members a cost effective way to experience land speed racing. Each of the four days the 
several USFRA members staffed the booth answering questions and educating the public about 
the salt flats mismanagement using an extensive visual display tracking back 100 years and 
gathering donations on behalf of the Save the Salt.  
 
“I was really surprised at the dumbfounded look on people's faces when you tell them what is going on out 
there, how bad it is and who is responsible,” said USFRA President Dennis Sullivan. 
 
Visitors to the Grand National Roadster Show in Pomona, CA, got their “411” from Save the Salt 
Treasurer Russ Eyres who set-up a salt flat display and screened the Utah Alliance Bonneville 
video amid 50 hand-crafted speed machines on display. Eyres provided show attendees with 
educational materials including a LSR Position Statement flyer, Shrinking Salt Speedway editorial 
and maps of the salt flats and mining areas.  
 
“Many meaningful interactions occurred as we handed out materials to more than 600 people who stopped, 
asked questions, and wanted to know what they could do to help,” reported Eyres, “Dozens who came from 
a variety of states promised to write support letters to their elected officials.” 
 
At both shows interested people were given background on how years of federal mismanagement 
created unsafe surface conditions and increased frustrations among the land speed racing 
community, noting that the Bonneville Salt Flats, an Area of Critical Environmental Concern, is also 
on the National Register of Historic Places. Both noted an increase in social media traffic with visitors 
making stops at websites of each group.  
 
 
The	Save	the	Salt	Foundation	is	a	nonprofit	organization	whose	mission	is	to	restore	the	world-famous	Bonneville	Salt	Flats.	
The	Utah	Alliance	is	a	volunteer	Utah-based	advocacy	group	using	its	expertise	and	contacts	at	the	local	level	to	protect	this	
Historic	Place	listed	on	the	National	Register.	The	Save	the	Salt	Coalition	is	an	umbrella	group	comprised	of	automotive	and	
motorsports	companies	and	organizations	with	a	vested	interest	in	this	national	treasure.	All	three	organizations	are	
collaborating	to	keep	the	Bonneville	Salt	Flats	available	for	future	generations.	
	

“Refuse to settle for the status quo and defy the powers who loathe to have it disturbed.” - S. Hendrix 
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